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Legislative Update  
Questions or Comments???? Email me at vanessac@eurich.com 

 
Getting In Touch With The Legislature 
 
So many times we notice a piece of legislation that sparks our interest and we donôt know what to 
do about it. I think most of the population doesnôt know exactly what to do, how to get in touch 
with their elected officials, or even who to get in touch with for that matter. There are a few 
different steps that can be taken in order to get results regarding legislation. 
 
The first and probably most important thing to do: get educated. Make sure you know as much as 
you can about a bill before you contact a legislative office with your issue. When researching a 
bill, the best website to visit is www.legislature.mi.gov. Once at the site, you can search for bills 
by number, topic, key word, committee or chamber of origination (i.e. House and Senate). After 
you find the specific bill you are looking for, you also have access to summaries of the bill and 
analysis by fiscal and policy experts. This site is a great resource. If you still feel like you donôt 
have a great grasp on the bills full conceptual makeup, a call can be made to the bill sponsorôs 
office. Any legislative member of the elected officialôs office should be able to answer any 
questions you need answered. 
 
Now that you are knowledgeable about your issue, the next step is calling your legislator. Often 
times our first reaction to call the sponsor of the bill or the committee chair where the bill has 
been referred; this is not effective. Although you might get some good information calling a 
committee chair, legislators care much more about the opinions of their constituents (the ones 
who elected them) than those of their colleagues. Often times, if an office gets a call from another 
officials constituent it will be ignored or passed along to another office. So when you call your 
Senator or State Representative, be sure to tell them that you are a registered voter in their 
district. Always try to be as pleasant as possible, these offices get a lot of calls each day from 
very upset people, and the whole attracting flies with honey thing, really does work.  
 
To find your State Representative: go to www.house.mi.gov and click on the ñRepresentativesò 
tab. From there click on ñFind Your Representativeò, you can then locate your State Rep. and all 
of their contact info by district, name, or by entering your zip code.  
 
To find your State Senator: go to www.senate.mi.gov and click on ñFind Your Senatorò in the left 
side panel. From there you can locate your Senator and all of their contact info by entering your 
address, looking for them by name, or by district. You can also access a list of emails or phone 
numbers.  
 
Now that you have your information, make contact! Call your legislative office and get other to call 
too. The magic number is six. Once an office receives more than six calls about an issue, they 
really start paying attention. Good Luck! 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at the MRC home 
office. Be sure to look for more helpful tips in upcoming legislative alerts.
 
Recently Introduced/Active Legislation  
 
House Bill 5162 sponsored by Representative Michael Sak (D- Grand Rapids) Imposes a 
one-cent tax on all retail transactions amounting in two dollars or more. Exempt from this tax are 
purchases of motor fuel, prescription medication, utilities, and vending machine sales. Moneys 
accumulated from the tax would be used solely for recycling and litter abatement programs. If the 
bottle bill of 1976 is amended to include non-carbonated beverages the tax would not go into 



effect. 
Introduced: 1.16.2008 
Status: Referred to House Judiciary Committee on 1.16.2008 
 
House Bill 5633 sponsored by Representative Ed Gaffney (R- Grosse Point Farms) 
Mandates a six-year moratorium on new landfill construction in Michigan. Expansions would be 
allowed on landfills with less than three years capacity remaining and if the landfill was adding 
less than eight years capacity. 
Introduced: 1.17.2008 
Status: Referred to House Great Lakes and Environment Committee on 1.17.2008 
 
Senate Bill 92 sponsored by Senator Ray Basham (D- Taylor) Creates an exemption from 
liquid industrial waste regulations for vegetable oil and animal fat in order to free up these waste 
materials for use in fuel production. It also clarifies conditions in which liquid waste can be 
transported without a manifest or shipping papers. 
Introduced: 1/25/07 
Status: Passed through the Senate on 11.1.2007 (36-0), passed through the House on 
1.16.2008 (106-0), and referred back to the Senate on 1.17.2008 to await third reading.  
 
House Bill 5553 sponsored by Representative Fred Miller This bill sets composting guidelines 
for yard clippings. It establishes that yard clippings at a compost facility that uses DEQ approved 
techniques are not defined as ñsolid wasteò and therefore not subject to such strict regulations. 
Introduced: 12/11/2007                                                                                                         
Status: Reported to the House on 12.12.2007 without amendment and recommended to pass.  

Senate Bill 513 sponsored by Senator Allen Sanborn (R-Richmond) This legislation would 
amend Part 115 (Solid Waste Management) of the Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act (NREPA) to do the following: 

• Establish regulations pertaining to the management of yard clippings. 
• Prescribe criteria for a site to qualify as a composting facility, including a 

requirement that the site owner or operator register with the DEQ and 
pay a $600 triennial registration fee. 

• Allow the temporary accumulation of yard clippings at a site not designed 
for composting under certain circumstances. 

• Allow the composting of yard clippings on a farm if done in accordance 
with generally accepted agricultural and management practices, under 
certain circumstances. 

• Permit yard clippings composed of invasive species to be disposed of in 
a landfill or incinerator. 

Status: Signed by Gov. Granholm into law on 12.27.2007 and names Public Act 212 of 2007 
 
House Bill 5468 sponsored by Representative Dudley Spade (D-Tipton) Exempts the 
purchaser of an auto part or battery from paying a sales tax, core charge, recycling fee, disposal 
fee or deposit charge.  
Status: Referred to the House Tax Policy Committee on 11.28.2007 
 
Senate Bill 864 sponsored by Senator Patricia Birkholz (R-Saugatuck).  This Bill amends 
Part 115 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to allow yard clippings to be 
disposed of in a landfill that was an energy production facility. It also requires the owner or 
operator of the facility to submit annual reports on the amount of gas recovered and the use of it.  
Status: Referred to Committee on Energy and Policy on 11-01-2007 
 
Pending Legislation  
 
House Bill 5317 sponsored by Representative Barb Byrum (D-Onondaga) This bill authorizes 
local governments to recover emergency response costs incurred relative to the release of 



hazardous substances. Responsible parties would have joint liability.                            
Introduced: 10/16/2007                                                                                                         
Status: Referred to the House Intergovernmental, Urban and Regional Affairs Committee on 
10/16/2007 

House Bill 5107 sponsored by Representative Brian Calley (R-Portland) This bill prohibits the 
sale of disposable containers for live fishing bate that are not biodegradable and do not have a 
label stating so.                                                                                                               
Introduced: 8/21/07                                                                                                               
Status: Referred out to the House Committee on Tourism, Outdoor Recreation, and Natural 
Resources, to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Representative Brian Calley at (517) 
373-0842 

 
Bottle Deposit  
Senate Bills 821 and 822 sponsored by Senator Ron Jelinik (R-Three Oaks) This bill 
package prohibits the sale and/or lease of ñreverse vending machinesò used by stores to collect 
beverage container returns and calculate customer deposit refunds, unless the machines are 
capable of capturing and destroying at least 85% of the foreign containers.                  
Introduced: 10/10/2007                                                                                                         
Status: Referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee on 10/10/2007  

Senate Bill 29 sponsored by Senator Mickey Switalski (D-Roseville) This legislation expands 
the bottle deposit law to include water, juice, tea, and other beverages except milk and 
defines ñbeverage containerò as an airtight metal, glass, paper, or plastic container, or a container 
composed of a combination of those materials, that, at the time of sale, contained one gallon or 
less of any of the following: 

• A soft drink, soda water, carbonated natural or mineral water, or other nonalcoholic 
carbonated drink. 

• A beer, ale, or other malt drink of whatever alcoholic content. 
• A mixed wine drink or a mixed spirit drink. 

Introduced: 1/24/2007 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs 
Committee**, to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Senator Switalski at (517) 373-
7315. 
 
House Bills 5147 & 5148 sponsored by Representative Steve Bieda (D-Warren) This bill 
package has been introduced as an effort to regulate the bottle/can recycling procedures in 
Michigan. HB 5147 prohibits the sale or lease of ñreverse vending machinesò unless they are able 
to recognize cans and bottles which do not have a bar code which designates the item as 
returnable in Michigan. HB 5148 prohibits the sale of returnable bottles and cans in Michigan 
unless they posses a bard code specifying that they are returnable items of Michigan.  
Introduced: 8/29/07                                                                                                               
Status: Introduced to the House and referred out to the House Great Lakes and Environment 
Committee, to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Representative Bieda at (517) 373-
1772  

 

Landfill Fees 
Senate Bill 81 sponsored by Senator Liz Brater (D- Ann Arbor) This legislation would 
establish a $7.50 per ton fee on all waste entering a landfill. The money generated by the fee 
would be deposited into a dedicated recycling fund to be distributed to local units of government 
for current of new recycling programs.  
Introduced: 1/25/2007 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs 
Committee**, to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Senator Brater at (517) 373-2406. 



 
House Bill 4221 sponsored by Representative Kathleen Law (D-Gibraltar) This legislation 
would establish a $7.50 per ton fee on all waste entering a landfill. The money generated by the 
fee would be deposited into a dedicated recycling fund to be distributed to local units of 
government for current of new recycling programs. 
Introduced: 2/7/07 
Status: This legislation passed the House on 4/17/07 by a vote of 56-53 and has been sent to the 
Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee **, to voice your opinion on this 
legislation contact Representative Law at (517) 373-0855. 
 
House Bill 4222 sponsored by Representative Terry Brown (D-Pigeon) This legislation would 
establish a Recycling Market Development Fund and how the funds will be distributed. The 
legislation also creates Recycling Advisory Council within the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality. This legislation is tie-barred to HB 4221.                                   
Introduced: 2/7/07                                                                                                                 
Status: Reported out to the committee as a whole with substitution (H-3) and recommended for 
passage. 

House Bill 4633 sponsored by Representative Dan Acciavatti (R-Chesterfield) This 
legislation would allow tax payers to claim an income tax credit against any amount paid by the 
tax payer for solid waste fees and any recycling surcharges imposed upon them.  
Introduced: 4/24/07 
Status: Referred to the House Committee on Government Operations. 
 
Electronic Waste 
Senate Bill 173 sponsored by Senator Ray Basham (D- Taylor) This legislation would 
establish an electronic equipment-recycling program within the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality.  

Introduced: 2/6/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs 
Committee**, to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Senator Basham at (517) 373-7800. 
 
Landfill Regulations 
Senate Bill 153 sponsored by Senator John Gleason (D- Flushing) This legislation would 
require all owners or operator of a landfill or a municipal solid waste incinerator to inspect at least 
one load of solid waste delivered each day and at least 1% of all solid waste delivered each year. 
This legislation would also requires loads that have been rejected to be processed by a materials 
recovery facility, transfer station or other approved facility and have the objectionable materials 
removed before the load can be taken back to the landfill or municipal solid waste incinerator. 
Introduced: 2/1/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs 
Committee**, to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Senator Gleason at (517) 373-7557. 
 
House Bill 4224 sponsored by Representative Corriveau (D-Northville) This legislation would 
require the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to notify each local jurisdiction each 
year what the landfills in this state will not accept for disposal solid waste. The legislation also 
establishes rules and penalties for those who violate the new law.  
Introduced: 2/7/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the House Great Lakes and Environment Committee*, to 
voice your opinion on this legislation contact Representative Corriveau at (517) 373- 3816. 
 
House Bill 4484 sponsored by Representative Rebekah Warren (D-Ann Arbor) This 
legislation would make changes to the report that landfill owners and operators must send to the 
state and the local unit of government they in which they operate, including reducing the time 
from 45 days to 30 days in which the report must be submitted, the amount and type of material 



collected. The legislation also makes changes to the county planning process and requires the 
county to explain how the designated planning agency is utilizing a comprehensive planning 
system that reflects the state's solid waste policy, among other changes.  
Introduced: 3/20/07 
Status: Reported out to the committee as a whole with substitution (H-3) and recommended for 
passage. 
 
House Bill 4485 sponsored by Representative Mark Meadows (D-East Lansing) This 
legislation would amend and create new definitions pertaining to solid waste and landfills. 
Introduced: 3/20/07 
Status: This legislation passed the House on 5/3/07 by a vote of 63-46 and has been sent to the 
Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee **, to voice your opinion on this 
legislation contact Representative Meadows at (517) 373-1786. 
 
House Bill 4486 sponsored by Representative Katie Ebli (D-Monroe) This legislation would 
require an annual report from landfill owners or operators and counties regarding landfill capacity. 
It would also require counties to update solid waste plans every five years, and stagger the due 
dates of updates so approximately 20 percent of the plans would be updated each year. 
Legislation would also revise procedures for the development and adoption of county solid waste 
management plans. This includes a reduction in the size of the planning committee for rural 
counties, as well as a provision, which would require local action to approve or disapprove of 
plans within a specified time period.  If a response is not provided in the specified time period, it 
would be regarded an approval of the plan. 
Introduced: 3/20/07 
Status: This legislation passed the House on 5/3/07 by a vote of 64-45 and has been sent to the 
Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee **, to voice your opinion on this 
legislation contact Representative Ebli at (517) 373- 2617. 
 
House Bill 4047sponsored by Representative Kate Ebli (D-Frenchtown) This legislation 
would prohibit the construction of any new landfills; it would allow for the expansion or design 
modification of existing landfills under certain conditions. 
Introduced: 1/22/07 
Status: This legislation passed the House on 5/3/07 by a vote of 85-24 and has been sent to the 
Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee **, to voice your opinion on this 
legislation contact Representative Ebli at (517) 373- 2617. 
 
Mercury 
Senate Bill 412 sponsored by Senator Ray Basham (D- Taylor) This legislation would require 
the state of Michigan to avoid purchasing products containing mercury or mercury compounds if 
products that do not contain mercury or mercury compounds are available and those products are 
cost effective.   
Introduced: 4/18/07 
Status: This legislation passed the Senate on 5/15/07 by a vote of 38-0 and has been assigned 
to the House Great Lakes & Environment Committee*, to voice your opinion on this legislation 
contact Senator Basham at (517) 373-7800. 
 
 
Solid Waste Regulations 
House Bill 4223 sponsored by Representative Gary McDowell (D- Rudyard) This legislation 
would establish civil fines for violations of the transportation and disposal of solid waste. 
Introduced: 2/7/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the House Great Lakes and Environment Committee*, 
to voice your opinion on this legislation contact Representative McDowell at (517) 373- 2629. 
 
Senate Bill 798 sponsored by Senator Tupac Hunter (D-Detroit) Authorizes an income tax 
deduction for local solid wasted fees on residences that are levied on property tax bills in some 



areas, including Detroit.                                                                                                  
Introduced: 9/20/2007                                                                                                            
Status: Referred to the Senate Finance Committee on 9/20/2007 

 
State Recycling Programs 
House Bill 4210 sponsored by Representative Fred Miller (D-Mount Clemens) This 
legislation would require any state agency that has an event open to the public at which 
beverages are provided shall have containers for those beverages to be recycled. The legislation 
also provides that the state agency shall make reasonable efforts to transfer those beverage 
containers to the appropriate recycling facility.  
Introduced: 2/7/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the House Government Operations Committee*, to 
voice your opinion on this legislation contact Representative Miller at (517) 373-0159. 
 
House Bill 4211 sponsored by Representative Fred Miller (D-Mount Clemens) This 
legislation would require all buildings owned or operated by the state of Michigan that are open to 
the public to provide for the recycling of glass, plastic and aluminum beverage containers.  
Introduced: 2/7/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the House Government Operations Committee*, to 
voice your opinion on this legislation contact Representative Miller at (517) 373-0159. 
 
House Bill 4312 sponsored by Representative George Cushingberry (D-Detroit) This 
legislation would create a center for recycling development, along with the Michigan economic 
development corporation and shall provide loans, grants, and other incentives and support for 
recycling development in this state. 
Introduced: 2/22/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the House Commerce Committee*, to voice your opinion 
on this legislation contact Representative Cushingberry at (517) 373-2276. 
 
Composting 
House Bill 4837 sponsored by Representative Daniel Acciavatti(R-Chesterfield) This 
legislation establishes regulations pertaining to the management of yard clippings. 
Introduced: 5/24/07 
Status: This legislation has been sent to the House Agriculture Committee*, to voice your opinion 
on this legislation contact Representative Acciavatti at (517) 373-8931. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senate Republican Green Initiative 
 

 
Recently, members of the Senate Republican Caucus have taken steps to enroll a bill package they are 
calling a “Green Initiative”. The package consists of seventeen bills, each of which pertains to different 
areas of recycling and pollution/litter control. The bill package was drafted and introduced in November 
and has since been referred to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs. No 
Action has been taken on any of the bills since their introduction and referral. Listed below is a summary of 
each of the seventeen bills. 
 
 
SB 889 – Calls for the formation of a state “recycling advisory council” 
SB 890 – Established a state recycling fund 
SB 891 – Establish a $2 optional donation to the fund from state residents on income tax forms 



SB 892 – Mandates increased recycling and antilitter information as part of drivers’ education teaching 
SB 893and 894 – Create a MBT credit for recycling and landfill organizations as well as those collecting 
landfill methane gas 
SB 895 – Creates state-wide recycling coordinator office 
SB 896 – Require the DEQ to report to the legislature annually on recycling rates 
SB 897 – Creates fees for manufacturers of certain products as well as reduced rates for those 
manufacturers offering a take-back program 
SB 898 – Require recyclers of household waste to register with the state 
SB 899 – Revise material list for the adopt-a-trail program to better document collection and litter 
information 
SB 900 – Revise material list for the adopt-a-park program to better document collection and litter 
information 
SB 901 – Establish a state litter reduction marketing plan with the DEQ and Travel Michigan 
SB 902 – Calls for the removal of banned material from out of state trash with fees and fines 
SB 903 – Ban disposing of computer and video display devices in Michigan landfills 
SB 904 – Ban disposing of newspaper and newsprint in Michigan landfills 
SB 905 – Ban HDPE and PETE plastic disposal in Michigan landfills 
SB 906 – Ban disposal of corrugated cardboard in Michigan landfills  
SB907 – Revise material list for adopt-a-river program to better document collection and litter information 
 
 

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, or feedback, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 517-327-9207. Or via email at vanessac@eurich.com 


