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Recycling Reporting 

Part 175 of Act 451 as amended 



What is Part 175?

 Amendment to Natural 
Resources and 
Environmental 
Protection Act of 1994

 Allows the DEQ to 
collect data on the 
amount of recycling in 
our state



Benefits of Part 175?
Allows DEQ to measure Michigan’s 

recycling rate 

Provides confidential 
reporting of recycling 

activities

Provides for progress reports to the 
public



Who is affected by Part 
175?

Recycling establishments
Recyclers or brokers of 
reportable
recyclable materials.

• Seven key materials

Other recycling 
establishments



Definitions 
Reportable recycling
Defined as action or process, 
such as separation, sorting,
baling, or shipping, applied to  
reportable recyclable materials 
for the purposes of reuse or 
conversion into raw materials or 
new products.



Reportable Recyclable 
Materials



Registering and Reporting
Registration:

• Annually
– Due July 1

• Covers basic 
establishment 
information

Reporting:
• Annually or 

quarterly
• Mandatory and 

voluntary reports
• Report on 

materials received 
and shipped in and 
out of state

• Exemptions 



ReTRAC System 
Online system
www.connect.re-

trac.com

System used to 
register and report

http://www.connect.re-trac.com/


Initial Reports: February 2017

43 establishments registered 
– 29 Mandatory reporters  
– 14 Voluntary reporters

10 establishments reported for the 
first quarter 



Outreach Efforts



Background 
2014 Governors challenge  –
 Double the recycling rate in two  

years  

Late 2014 Survey - Electronics 
Program

Included general recycling 
questions



Survey Outcomes: 
Highlights
Over 30% did not know where to take 

material

Over 70% looked to the web for 
answers to recycling questions. 

67% of respondents were willing to 
drive up to 10 miles to recycle items. 



The Michigan Recycling 
Directory



Recycling Directory
NO COST - online recycling 

directory  
Find recycling opportunities 
Offering recycling opportunities
Allows communities that support 

recycling to list events and 
recycling locations. 
HHW events/services, etc.



www.michigan.gov/
deqrecycling



www.Recyclesearch.com/
michigan-directory



Recycled Material 
Market Directory 



Recycled Material Market 
Directory

– Business-to-Business focus

– Supports efforts to find material ready 
to recycle

– Supports collectors efforts to find a 
home for material that they want to 
move towards recycling 



Stay Informed
• GovDelivery

– Find the       at the bottom of the DEQ 
website

– 3 listservs
• www.michigan.gov/deqrecycling

http://www.michigan.gov/deqrecycling


CONTACT
Amy Lafferty

Ph.  517 - 242 - 8324
Email: LaffertyA@Michigan.gov 

Steve Noble 
Ph.  517- 449 - 6153
Email:  Nobles4@michigan.gov  

www.michigan.gov/deqrecycling

http://www.michigan.gov/deqrecycling


Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality

800-662-9278
www.michigan.gov/deq

Sign up for email updates
Follow us on Twitter @MichiganDEQ
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