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Historical Plastic Scrap Price vs Oil
2007 to-date



Better Times Are Coming!









PLASTIC COMMODITIES
PET Bottles and Non-Bottles

HDPE Bottles
Rigid Non-Bottles

Film
Foam



PET
US reclamation capacity still growing



PET
Bale quality: ability to enforce bale 

specifications
APR / NAPCOR developed grades & bale audit 
test methods

PET thermoform issues
Contamination with labels, inks and glues



HDPE Bottles
 HDPE bottle sales stagnant:

35B in 2006 — 33B in 2014 
 US supply vs reclamation capacity



Non-Bottle Rigid Plastic



Non-Bottle Plastics



Need to expand domestic 
sortation and reclamation..



Find AND USE the
Terms & Tools

www.RecycleYourPlastics.org/termsandtools 

http://www.RecycleYourPlastics.org/termsandtools


Film & Bags

 Opportunity for growth!
Need end markets

 Discourage Curbside at this time
MRF Difficulties
Low Value





Historical Film Scrap Price
2007 to-date



Film & Bags



Film & Bags



Foam

 Domestic markets exist primarily for PS
(some commercial PU)

 Collection is key: high volume, 
commercial or special collection

 PS Foam recycling works—even
curbside: clear, easily identifiable

 Best MRF practices available
Two options: 1) presort pick 2) auto sort 



RecycleMorePlastic.org



RecycleMorePlastic.org



Resources

PlasticsMarkets.org
Connects Suppliers & Buyers of All Types of Scrap Plastic

PlasticFilmRecycling.org
Educate and Facilitate Film Recycling

RecycleMorePlastic.org
Resources to Grow Recycling of All Types of Plastic

MooreRecycling.org
Publications

PlasticRecycling.org
Association of Plastic Recyclers




Patty Moore

Patty@MooreRecycling.com
MooreRecycling.com

Questions?

mailto:Patty@MooreRecycling.com
mailto:Patty@MooreRecycling.com
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