
All Things Composting             
an Emmet County story…

Lindsey Walker
Emmet County Dept of Public Works













Modified 30 yd Drop-site Bin, repurposed 
Hook-lift truck with Perkins Cane Lift and 
on-board pressure washer



Little Traverse Township participants

Winner of Food 
Scrap carts-with-
the-best-view-of 
Little Traverse Bay

Earl checking carts 
at Little Traverse 
Bay Golf Club –
Suprisingly little 
volume, they fill ½ 
cart twice weekly



On the Composting Operations end of things… 

Every Tuesday and Friday 
between 11-12 the seagulls 
anxiously await Earl’s 
arrival… o yes they know…

The front part of the pile is 
the 6 yards of carbon “nest 
of leaves” awaiting the 
arrival of the food scraps 
truck…



Truck tipping 3,860 lbs of food and 
flower scraps

Earl tipping 81115.mp4



Tipping… 



Tipped pile 



Tipped pile, rinsing truck… 



Compost Operator Covering with Carbon



More covering with carbon… 













Petoskey Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation grant-
funded Residential Food Scrap Outreach Program
1. Truckload Bin Sale
2. Provide convenient food scrap drop off locations for 

residents
3. Farmers Markets

1. Give away collection caddies
2. Give away tips on how to reduce your food waste and other 

educational materials. 
3. Collect food scraps from residents & farmers
4. Sell bagged compost



Truckload Bin Sale



Harbor Springs and Petoskey 
Farmers Markets



Our Wonderful Volunteers





End of Season Survey

• 71% said by participating in this program, they have 
decreased the amount of garbage in their household. 

• “More locations, please” 
• “More regular/daily drop offs,” 
• “Our family would be happy to pay for curbside food 

scrap collection.” 
• 720 Caddies have been given away to date



Give All Food a Future Next Steps

1. Winter Markets
2. Expand Presentations
3. Present in Schools
4. Events 
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