
Recycling in 
“The Circular Economy”

1



2



3

1. What is “Circular Economy”?

2. What’s in it for us to embrace it?

3. What can we do to navigate this 
landscape?

What I’ll cover today



1. What is a “Circular Economy”
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Why are we talking about Circular Economy today?
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• Focused on keeping materials in circulation

• Ignorance about how recycling system works 

• Plastics = the “biggest” problem

• Recycling is “not enough”

• Circular Economy = Sustainability v2.0

The understanding of Circular Economy
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Back to basics



8

How did we end up here?

Take Make Wast
e
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A series of systemic interventions 
that seek to decouple growth 

from an increase in resource use.

What is the Circular Economy?
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• Design out waste and pollution

• Regenerate natural systems

• Keep products and materials in circulation (at 
their highest value, for as long as possible)

The key principles
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Biological & Technical material flows
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Circular Economy?
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About the “economy” part…

(Sources: GDP data: International 
Monetary Fund, The World Economic 
Outlook Database. Population data: US 
Census Bureau, Total Midyear Population 
for the World,1950-2050. Oil consumption, 
production and CO2 emissions: BP 
Statistical Review of World Energy, 2012. 
Data normalized to fit the same scale.)
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About the “economy” part…
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• Over-exploitation of non-renewable resources

• Lost economic opportunity through wasted 
resources

• Over-exposure to the impacts of end-of-life 
materials e.g. marine plastics

• Increasingly evident impacts of climate change

The time-bomb
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We have driven our 
system to a tipping 
point on countless 
fronts.

We need to re-think 
the dominant 
economic model.

About the “economy” part…
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Circular Economy = 

Sustainability v2.0 ?
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• Management of material flows
• Design
• Business models 
• Policy
• Data
• Technology
• Changing consumer preferences

Enablers & Ingredients
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We need change at every level



2. What’s in it for us 
to embrace this approach? 
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• Active or passive?

• Own it, or bemoan it?

The role we play
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• Material flow choreographers

• Circular Diversion Experts

• Closed Loop Equipment Providers

The new you
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• The Circular Economy’s safety net

• The last line of defence

• The first port of call?

Recycling



3. What can we do to 
navigate this landscape?
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We need systems 
change. Embrace it.
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Landscape level



34

Regime/day-to-day
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Niche
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Plastic may be the first 
battleground but it won’t 

be the end of the war
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You have a 
golden opportunity. 

Use it wisely.
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The Path to Strong Program Metrics

Get Started!
https://recyclesearch.com/profile/mmp

https://recyclesearch.com/profile/mmp
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Apply the power of 
partnerships.
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Talk recycling up! 
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Recycling:
The Circular Economy’s 

last line of defence.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41

